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Lt. Col. retired Thomas H. Grooms

AUG 29, 1929 - FEB 25, 2010

G rooms, Thomas H., Lt. Col. USAF, retired, passed away Feb. 25. Born Aug. 29,
1929 in Ronceverte, WV and moved to New Castle, IN in 1945. Graduated
from New Castle High School in 1947, 2nd in class of 204. Attended Wabash College
and Purdue University 1947-1950. Entered the United States Air Force Jan. 1st, 1951
and graduated Aviation Class Feb. 26, 1951 with 2nd Lt Navigation Wings. Married
Jeanne Harvey Feb. 26, 1952 and then moved on to attend B-24 training at Randolph
AFB Texas and Lake Charles, LA. Flew 29 combat missions in Okinawa and North
Korea from 1952-53. Retired July 1975 with 20 years as a B-52 Nav/Bomb Instructor
and Stand Board Evaluator with 9000 hours in a B-52. Obtained a Bachelor of
Education through the University of Nebraska Omaha during his career and upon
retirement obtained his A.S. in Real Estate through St. Petersburg College and a BA
in Business Management through Tampa College, Graduating Magna Cum Laude.
Military awards include Air Medal, Commendation Medal with 8 Oak Leaf Clusters,
Korean Service Medal, 2 Silver Stars, United Nations Medal, Combat Readiness,
National Defense Service Medal with 2 Clusters, US Presidential Unit Citation, and
the South Korean Presidential Unit Citation. He is survived by his 3 children, Pamela
Hachey of Syracuse, NY and her husband David Hachey, Lynn Ritter of St.
Petersburg and her husband, John Ritter, Timothy Grooms of Palm Harbor and his
wife Pamela Grooms; 6 grandchildren, Kevin, Jay and Alex Hachey, Erin Ritter and
Caitlin and Hayden Grooms; his sister, Patricia Grooms Waller of Palm Coast, FL.
Funeral services will be held Thursday March 4 at 11 am at Memorial Park Funeral
Home. The family will receive friends from 10 to 11.
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Mickey Payton posted:

| was in 8th grade an asked lynn out on a date. Her dad found out and called in my dad into his office.
After chewing him out, my dad chewed me out. All of us air force brats are one big happy family. |
loved you guys.

May 29 at 12:19 PM

Kim Thompson posted:

Dear Lynn and family, You have my heartfelt sympathy on the loss of your dad. May warm memories
surround you and bring much needed comfort to you during this time of grief. | pray you find comfort
in the following: "Let There Be Memories" by LInda Barnes: Let there be memories - fond
recollections of special occasions and everyday things.Let your heart start on its journey to healing
by feeling the comfort remembering brings. Let there be memories - pictures, mementos, and
favorite stories both funny and sad.Let your mind wander the paths of remembrance, reliving the joys
and the good times you've had. Let there be memories - signs that our loved ones remain near in
spirit long after they're gone...tender, surprising, heartwarming, and welcome - sweet proof of the
promise that love will live on. Much love to you, Lynn. Let me know if there's anything | can do

March 2 at 2:48 PM
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Memories only last if you share them

Join us in honoring Thomas by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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